The Founders of Manitoba M etis Federation

In 1967, at the annual meeting of the Indian andisvieéonference, sponsored by the
Winnipeg Community Welfare and Planning Councilhuaber of Metis attending the
meeting realized that they could only make theinossns heard if they had an
independent voice. They subsequently met in prigatédecided to form a Federation of
Metis people. Thus the Manitoba Metis Federatios feainded on October 1, 1967 and
incorporated as a non-profit association under @mmpanies Act of Manitoba in
December of 1967. Those present at the first mgetwno can be called the founders of
MMF, were Reverend Adam Cuthand, Elizabeth Ishisied Simard, Mary Guilbault,
Tom Eagle and Angus Spence.

After adoption of a Constitution the first board difectors were: Reverend Adam
Cuthand (President), Ferdinand Guiboche (DauphigidR¢ John Fiddler (The Pas
Region), Ted Simand (Southern Region) and Tom E@glmnipeg Region). At first
MMF operations were supported by funding from vasi@hurches and businesses. The
first office was located at 453 Notre Dame AvennéANinnipeg. Along with President
Cuthand the MMF had staff members, Joe Keeper (Exec Director), Percy Bird
(Consultant) and Valerie Klyne (Secretary). Theeravalso four field workers: Andrew
Kirkness (Thomson Area), Joe Cooke (Grand Rapkigjus Spence (Dauphin Area) and
Joe Thomas Jr. (Traverse Bay Area).

Elder George Fleury recalls that his was electetthédboard of MMF when the first
elections were held (August 17, 1978). He says dileregions (Winnipeg was not
included) elected:

Angus Spence: President

Connie Thomas Eyofson: VP Southeast Region
George Fleury: VP Southwest Region

Alfred Head: VP Pas Region

Ben Thompson: VP Thompson Region

Walter Menard: VP Northwest Region

Howard Asham: Interlake Region

At the time of the founding of most of the Metislipoal organizations in western
Canada the activists were made up of Metis and Status Indians. Many of the Non-
Status Indians could easily identify with Metis hase their mothers or fathers were
married to a Metis spouse or they had grandpareindswere Metis. Many of the women
involved with the Manitoba Metis Federation devetgmt had lost their First Nations
status when they married Metis men. Elizabeth tebisnd Mary Guilbault are examples
of these women. At the time the MMF constitutidlowwsed membership of enfranchised
Indians — i.e. anyone who had lost their treathtsgor who had given up his/ her treaty
rights.

Ferdinand Guibocherecallsthe founding of MMF:



| first met Angus (Spence) seated across from naelatge table in the Marlborough
Hotel. It was fall of 1967. The Chair of the megtiwas the Chief of Hollow Water a
gentleman by the name of [George] Barker. He sd&lwawords as | was sitting on his
left when turned to me and said, "OK you're nektésponded | am not sure I'm in the
right place because | was Metis and did not speakdian language. Then | asked if
anyone there were Metis. A few people raised thamds one of whom was Angus
another George McKay. Shortly afterward we brokectuffee.

Angus Spence made his way over to me and introduiceself noting he was Metis.
| was immediately impressed so we went for lunckatk about who we were, what our
thinking was and the clear need for an organizatarepresent us. We agreed our people
must come together to decide their future. As sa®the group reconvened Angus stood
up to address the Assembly. He was a very goodkspgainting out the need for us to
meet. The Chair then asked him to make a Motiorckvhie did and inquired if he had
someone to second it. "Yes" he said at which pastiod to introduce myself.

A room was set up for us and the rest is histoomé& of the others attending were
Adam Cuthhand, Joe Keeper, Mary Guilbault, Hermams®n and Tom Eagle (Joe
Keeper may still have minutes of the meeting). $fedcribe Angus and myself as co-
founders of the modern day Metis movement.

Fortunat Guiboche
April 12, 2006

Dr. Adam Cuthand was appointed as the first “vadmninon-paid” president. MMF
is an affiliate of the Metis National Council. Tliest non-elected Board of Directors
(1967-1969) were Reverend Adam Cuthand, Joe KeapkAlfred Disbrowe.

Biographies of the Foundersof MMF
(Arranged alphabetically)

Flight Sergeant Clifford Howard Asham. (1914-1998)

WWII Veteran Howard Asham, from Fisher Bay was bori\pril of 1914, the son
of James William and Caroline Asham of Fisher Branth 1967 he assisted in
organizing the Manitoba Metis Federation for theellake He served as vice president
for the region for eight years until ill health é&d his retirement. He also drove the first
school bus to transport the children from Fishey ®aFisher River

Howard Asham joined the R.C.A.F.A. in 1940 in Wipey. He went overseas in
February of 1943 and was stationed at Topcliffeksiire, servicing Wellington bomber
planes. After three months he was transferred tw#in the Sahara Desert servicing the
Wellington’s that were bombing in Italy. He thernummed to England and was stationed
at Skipton, Yorkshire until the end of the war. &fsix months he rejoined the Air Force.
He was stationed variously at Watson Lake, Yukdmr€hill, Tacoma, Washington and
involved with the American Air force taking troopge Korea, He then returned to



England, was then stationed at Lachine and endedt URivers in charge of quality
control until he retired in 1964. He was activelyalved in the Hodgson Legion and was
President of Legion # 158 from 1967 to 1975 andrafyam 1978 to 1981, and then was
immediate past presideht.

He retired to his original homeplace at Fisher Rubere he lived with his wife
Nora. He had two brothers Orton and Ebenezer whie also WWII Veterans.

Howard became involved in the Manitoba Metis Feti@nain 1967 when the
organization was just being formed. At the Gen@wahference in he was elected as field
worker and as a Director. Due to financial constsathese positions were carried out on
a voluntary basis. He served as the Interlake RediSecretary Treasurer for two years
and then as Senior Director of the Regional Boklel resigned that position to run for
Vice Presidency after Murray Sinclair stepped daowri973.He was elected for three
terms serving from 1973-1979.

Reverend Adam Cuthand:

Dr. Adam Cuthand was born in 1913 on the LittleePReserve of the Battleford
Agency in Saskatchewan. He is the grandson of ef@hiolved in the Battle of Cutknife
Hill during the 1885 Resistance. He studied theplagd arts at the University of
Saskatchewan then taught school from 1938-194herlittle Island Reserve. In 1940
he gave up his treaty status and became enfradichiserder to vote provincially and
federally. In 1941 he joined the Canadian ArmedcEsras a radar technician and rose to
the rank of Staff Sergeant. After discharge in 1945became an ordained Anglican
Priest and was assigned to work with Aboriginalgdean the diocese of Rupert’s Land.

Always active in Native politics, he was involvedtlwthe National Indian Council
and the National Metis Society and elected Presidethe latter group in 1968. Adam
Cuthand served as President of the Indian-Metisei@idn of Manitoba and was a
founding member of the Manitoba Metis Federatiod @aas the first appointed president
of Manitoba Metis Federation in 1968. The Universif Winnipeg awarded him an
Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree in 1970. In 19Tanon Cuthand also received
Manitoba’s Centennial Medal.

Alfred Disbrowe:

Alfred Disbrowe was born on February 22, 1906 dtie¢ iGrand Rapids, Manitoba,
the son of Frederick Augustus Disbrowe and Cardieeens. He died on November 29,
1988. Alfred served on the original board of thenMigba Metis Federation from 1967 to
1969. John Morrisseau recalls that Alfred was fi8enens River but lived in Winnipeg at
the time.

William Dumont. (b. 1928)

1 A. Brian Cyr CD.Metis Veterans of Manitoba: From Buffalo to Battlefields. Winnipeg: Manitoba Metis
Federation , 2010: 75.



Willie Dumont was born at Perigord, SaskatchewarMamch 24, 1928, the son of
Alphonse Dumont (b. 1900) and Anna Claire Louisea@and (b. 1904). His paternal
grandparents were Xavier Dumont (b. 1870, d.1946)Adexandrine Thibault (b.1878).

Willie married Therese Chartrand, born February Z®6, the daughter of Maggie
Devlin and Ludovic Chartrand. The couple had twetveldren. Willie was an auto
mechanic and started his own service garage. Hedta beach resort-campground at St.
Laurent on what is now Lake Manitoba Estates. I/i11Be started with the provincial
government working for planning and priorities coittee of cabinet. He then became a
community development officer, Agriculture, for &aurent. He subsequently owned the
Laurentia Café and Tri-Star Construction.

Willie was one of the founding members of the Mabié Metis Federation. He was
on the board of directors 1976-1977; 1979-1981188-1984 and was a Vice-President
for Interlake Region for several years. He was ohdghe men who recruited John
Morrisseau to become an organizer for MMF in thdyegears. John then went on to
become President of MMF. Willie’'s son Yvon followéidm into politics and served
MMF from 1985 to 1993. Yvon was also the foundingevpresident of the Native
council of Canada then President of the NationatidM€ouncil. He was appointed
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba in 1993 and senweil 1999.

Norbert Thomas Eagle:

Tom Eagle was a founder of the Manitoba Metis Fatitlem (1966), the National
Indian Brotherhood (1967) and the Native CouncilCainada. He was also responsible
for the revival of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs.

Tom Eagle was born at Skownan Manitoba on June982.1He was raised at
Tootinaowaziibeeng (Valley River), Manitoba. Heeatled the Pine Creek residential
school. He enlisted in the Canadian Army at agevit® hopes of being assigned to the
Korean conflict, however, he was sent instead tom@aay as part of the NATO
peacekeeping force. Within six months he was prechdad Corporal and later while
serving with the United Nations peacekeeping farceCyprus, he became a platoon
commander and attained the rank of Sergeant.



In 1955, Tom married Margaret Muriel Strynadka aver the next six years they
had five children. Tom was later stationed in VicdpWinnipeg and Yellowknife. While
in Winnipeg he became actively involved in Aboriginssues and helped to form many
Aboriginal organizations.

Between 1968 and 1969, Tom acted as chief spokedanakletis people at the
Federal Housing Task Force, the House of Commorts S&nate Committees for
Constitutional Reforms and the Senate CommittePavrerty. As a result of this he was
successful in developing the government of ManitobRemote Housing Program in
1969. He was also responsible for the developmietiteoKinew Housing Corporation in
Winnipeg.

While in Winnipeg Tom became involved with the ladiand Metis Friendship
Centre movement. He served as a director of theniMag centre from 1965 to 1970. He
later became involved in developing Friendship @enthroughout Canada’s north. He
headed up the Tree of Peace Friendship Centrellmwkaife as executive director from
1979 to 1984, and then again from 1986 to 2002rAfe became chair of the Northwest
Territories/Yukon Friendship Centre Association, elped establish centres in Fort
Smith, Fort Simpson, Hay River, Fort Providencenl®a Inlet and Behchoko.

Of all his accomplishments, Eagle was especialbugrof his military career. He
joined the Canadian Army in 1951 at the age ofalf] was honorably discharged with
the rank of sergeant after a 25-year career tishided two tours of military duty in West
Germany and service with the United Nations peasgikg force in Cyprus.

His awards and honors include the Canadian Foraafation, Queen's Jubilee
Medal, Citation from the Government of Canada fiesrdontribution to community work
and the Veteran's Affairs Commendation. After arshitness, Tom passed away on
September 29, 2009.



Constance Thomas Eyolfson. (1936-2002)

Connie was the daughter of a commercial fisherrdargph (Josie) Thomas and Elizabeth
Maud (Jennings). She was born at Traverse Bay, thlaaiin 1936. At sixteen she left school to
earn a living as a housekeeper, first in Winnigegn at Pine Falls.

From 1954 on, she served for three years with tiaRCanadian Air Force as an aircraft-
refinishing technician. At age 21, she married @GeEyolfson and they subsequently had nine
children. When first married they moved to Pinel§-alhere she began working at the hospital.
During 1967-70, she was employed at a clothingofgcthen at Children’s Home of Winnipeg at
their summer camp at Hillside Beach. Later, wheiidtdn's Home closed this camp, Connie
bought it to serve as the site for Strong Earth \Alosi1Lodge.

Connie was always a community activist. In Februedy1, in response to the poor housing
conditions of the Metis at Traverse Bay, she forithedTraverse Bay Metis Association, to serve
as a non-profit housing corporation. She was thected as Secretary-Treasurer of the Associa-
tion. In June of the same year elected as Viceidmesof the South-West Region of the MMF.
She was re-elected by acclamation for two furteens in 1972 and 1973 (a two-year term).

Connie was appointed as Acting Provincial Presidérihe MMF in May of 1973, to serve
during the time that Angus Spence was granted & lef absence. This appointment, initially
made by the Board of Directors, was ratified atfti®ewing Annual General Assembly of MMF.
She was also a founding member of the Traversgfigderman’s) Co-op.

Until her retirement, Connie was a long-term emppf the Canada Secretary of State de-
partment. She was involved as a volunteer for nahgr community groups. She served on the
Board of Directors of the Family Planning Asso@atbf Manitoba; the Executive Committee of
the Pregnancy Distress Service; the Fisherman'snisie Appeal Board; and the Remote Housing
Committee. After retirement she ran “Strong Eartbrién’s Lodge,” a healing center south of
Grand Marais, Manitoba.

George Fleury. (b. 1935)

George Fleury is one of the founders of the Maratbhetis Federation. In the first
election in 1968 he was elected as Vice President the South West RegidrHe went
on to serve on the MMF Board of Directors until 29The SW Region Board worked
out of Minnedosa for three years then in 1971 Geapgened the first MMF office in
Brandon.

George was born at Ste. Madeleine, Manitoba on Mag; 1935. He is the son of
Jean Edouard Fleury (1900-1974) and Anne Ledoux031®64). His paternal
grandparents are Francois “Frank” Fleury and Magdragimodiere; his maternal
grandfather was Napoleon Ledoux. The family livédte. Madeleine until their home
and land was expropriated by under the Prairie HRemabilitation Act and turned into
community pasture. George first attended Balmafchool near Binscarth after the
family had moved onto Wilbur Wright's land at Birsth. George returned to school for
grade two when Family Allowances were establishedl ehildren had to attend school

2 Steve Lavallee and Rita McTavish were elected asibers at large from SW Region in that election.



for mothers to get the allowance. He then had ttk wix miles to school; located at
Fouillard’s Corner. George was out on his own wogkas a seasonal worker from age
fifteen.

George married Edith Leaming in 1957. They wermg in the valley at Binscarth
and moved to Minnedosa in the 1960s. After Geargercame an alcohol addiction
problem he went on to have a long career as a etamsith the Addictions Foundation
of Manitoba, having started with them in 1980. $irus retirement in 1999 he has
dedicated himself to music, reviving the old Miéhifongs and has been a long-time
member of the MMF Michif Language Committee. Geosgegs and plays guitar. His
father Jean Fleury was a well-known Metis fiddler.

Their son John Fleury has followed his father iptditics and is a member of the
MMF Board of Directors. He was first elected in R0&nd has held major portfolios in
the Metis government. He also serves on the Boaf@overnors of the Metis National
council. Their daughter Georgina Liberty is the dabor of Metis Tripartite Self
Government Negotiations for MMF.

Ferdinand Guiboche:

Ferdinand was born at Camperville, Manitoba in Agigli934. He has been a
lifelong resident of Camperville with the exceptioh three years (1953-1956) in the
army with the Royal Highland Regiment, “The Blackela” He served for one year in
Korea. After fishing in the north, he worked in tgeneral store in Camperville. He
eventually bought this store which was originallwned by his grandfather, Mr.
Desrochers. He started the Camperville Metis Asdmr in 1966 and went on to serve
as a founding member and the third President of MM 4-1975). Ferdinand served as
a Senator on the short-lived MMF Senate. He was alschool trustee for three years in
the Duck Mountain School Division and Chairman bé tTown Council. He was
instrumental in the formation of the Northern Asation of Community Councils in
Manitoba. For a number of years he held an app@ntrio the Multi-Cultural Council of
Canada.

Mary Bowers Guilbault:

Mary and her late husband Ernie Guilbault are amred to be pivotal in the
founding of Manitoba Metis Federation. Mary senadthe MMF Board of Directors
from 1975 to 1978 and held the Education Portfdboring 1986-1988, her daughter
Myra Laramee served on the MMF board.

Mary was born on June 19, 1930 in Fisher River, ikéda, the daughter of Elijah
and Priscilla Bowers. She grew up speaking Cre¢herFFisher River First Nation. She
spent many of her childhood years on the land Vg parents and grandparents,
trapping, hunting and fishing.

3 George refers to his Metis language as “Cree’casidst of the older Michif speakers.



In the fall of 1943, the Indian Agent whisked herag to Residential School, first
at Brandon for several years, then to Birtle Mavmdtavhere she completed high school. It
was at this time that she became convinced thatagidm was of great importance in
order to compete within the larger socieBhe is a retired social worker from the
Manitoba Department of Health and Soci
Services. She worked in this position fg
twenty six years.

Mary met Ernie Guilbault shortly afte
completing school and they married on Ju
23, 1950. Ernie Guilbault was born and raisgd
in Fannystelle. They settled in Winnipeg a
raised five daughters, all of whom completg
post secondary education and obtain
employment in various professional field
from education to social workShe is the
grandmother of nine grandchildren arf
thirteen great-grandchildren.

In 2008, theMary Guilbault Metis
Bursary was established in her honour at the

University of Winnipeg. )

Mary Guilbault photo courtesy of Shannon All:

Mary’s contributions to the community include:

* The housing study that resulted in the Lord SelRigdkk Housing Development

* An upgrading program that became nationally recogphiand adopted by Canada
Manpower

* Forming the Aboriginal Court Communicators Prognaith Judge J. Rice, Judge
lan Dubienski and Dorothy Betz.

* The establishment of the Prince of Wales/Princess Bursary for Metis students

* The establishment of counseling and tutoring sessfor the faculties of Nursing,
Education and social Work at Brandon University grelUniversity of Manitoba

» The establishment of satellite universities in herb Manitoba resulting in
Assiniboine College and Keewatin College

* The establishment of the Median Credit Union

» President of the Board of Kinew Housing in 1970

» Member of the Board of directors on Metis Womemainitoba

In recent years she has been sitting on the foligwoards:
* The Elizabeth Frye Society of Manitoba
* The All Nations Traditional Healing Centre Inc.
* The Louis Riel Institute, as an appointee of thaister of Advanced Education
and Literacy



For the last few years she has also been a presamdeElder at th&hawane
Dagosiwin: Aboriginal Education Research Forums in Winnipeg. Thus she continues to
provide guidance to vast numbers of Aboriginal yoand adults. In promoting the
traditional cultural values of the ancestors, shgss‘for me, the revitalization of my
culture and traditional identity many years ago hasisted me with issues that have
traumatized me in the past. Understanding the wmsdad spirituality of our ancestors
brings many benefits into the everyday lives of people.”

The Mary Guilbault Bursary, a Metis student burdaag been set up to assist Metis
youth in attending post-secondary education in bdai.

Alfred R. Head. (b. 1915)

Alfred Head was born on November 15, 1915 at The, Réanitoba. His father,
Thomas Head, was a trapper and voyageur, bornnédtiio, Saskatchewan. His mother,
also born at The Pas, was Lizzette Marcellais (1B¥%b). Alfred’s parents left The Pas
to follow the boom years at Sturgeon Landing arid Flon, later settling at Cranberry
Portage. Thomas died at an early age and Lizzattanried James “Caribou” Smith from
Montana. James had been a water boy for Buffalloitly. James freighted in the north
with dog and horse teams, then settled in Cranb@arfage where he ran a draying
business. He died in 1954 at age 95.

Alfred attended Residential School for a numbeyexrs, and then took his first job
as a commercial fisherman before becoming a shafémat Elbow Lake in 1938. At
Cranberry Portage he met and married Margaret Wanks (also a Metis) in 1935. They
lived with his parents in Cranberry Portage whildréd worked as a fisherman. The
following year they moved to Flin Flon and he ggoh with the RCMP working as a
special constable, guide and interpreter in nonttdanitoba. He also worked for a time
for Hudson’s Bay Mining and Smelting. After thelird child was born, he joined the
Army and was overseas for five years.

During World War 1l, Alfred served in the Canadidmmy in the Mediterranean
Theatre and in northwest Europe. Six of Alfred’sthers were in the Armed Forces,
three in the First World War and three in the sécdéfllowing the war, he worked from
Ontario to the Yukon as a diamond drill operatoe.tHen returned to school and became
an instructor in woodwork and carpentry at Keew&ammunity College in The Pas.

Alfred was elected as Vice President for The PagidReof the Manitoba Metis
Federation and served as a political leader frogmh @nea up until his retirement. He was
also a director of The Pas Indian and Metis Fribig€entre, a Board Member of Native
Clan Organization, the first President of the Ceanp Portage Canadian Legion and a
member of the Manitoba Human Rights Commission.

Elizabeth Crowe | shister:



Elizabeth Isbister was born on May 12, 1920, thegtiéer of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin
Crowe. Her father was from the James Bay area andriother was from Big Trout
Lake. When she was four they were at Island Lakenalier mother died. She was then
adopted by storekeeper and trader Harry D’Arcy.yTihen moved to God’s Lake where
she spent most of her youth. Elizabeth took hepdlaflg at the residential school at
Rossville where she spent seven years. She wag actiCGIT at school and attributes
this experience to the leadership skills she deeslo She went on to develop a new
mother’s group at God’s Lake and started an orgdioiz to get a school for Metis
children at God’s Lake. She then married Charléssier who worked with medical
services. By marrying a Metis man she lost herdnditatus.

They lived at God’s Lake until 1960 when illnesscted Charles to move to Norway
House for medical treatment. At Norway House shetinoed to be very active in
Manitoba Metis Federation as well as being activ@rganizing nhumerous family and
community programs to assist Metis people. In #te 1960s she was a vice-chairman of
MMF; in 1972, she was on the Norway Housge, =ms
Community Council, serving as mayor. She Wasta-
member of the National Anti-Poverty Organizatio "
the National Native Women’s Organization, and f
Indian Rights for Indian Women Organization (whi  aai
led to the Bill C-31 legislation). Into her lat®@/she “a S 8=
continued to serve on the Regional Health Authorit Y ac B
board, child and family services, the board of the
Norway House radio station and the board of the” J
senior's residence. She also sat on the provincial
Aboriginal Advisory Committee to the RCMP. ]

Elizabeth died on March 22, 2009, a woman who wasd and cherished by her
family and friends. Elizabeth passed away at henénin Norway House in the early
hours of March 22. Left to mourn her passing weee thildren, Donna (Det), Judy
(Jim), Darlene, Wanda, Cameron (Jane), Dennis (Magilichael, William (Winnie)
and Keith (Brenda), her sister Frances Valiquditar¢el), 21 grandchildren, numerous
great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildnesmy relatives and friends in Norway
House and beyond. She was predeceased by hergpsfersind Mrs. Benjamin Crowe,
her husband Charles, her sons, Jimmy Crowe, BRassell, a stillborn infant son, her
grandson Gene and seven nephews.
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Joseph Irvine Keeper, C.M., B.A.:

Joe Keeper was a founder of the Manitoba Metis faide and also served as its
Executive Director in 1969. Joseph I. Keeper wamlmn October, 1928 in Norway
House the son of Christina McLeod and Joseph BpK&edis father, Joseph B. Keeper,
attended the 1912 Olympics as a long distance rumhere he placed 4th in the 10,000
meter race.

Joe began school at age six and later graduated fro
Portage Collegiate High School in 1946. After segvild
months in the Korean War until 1957, Joe workedaas
surveyor in northern Canada for Canadian Nickel, a f
subsidiary of Inco. H"‘"

In 1959 Joe married Phyllis Beardy, an Anglicaregtri

In the 1950’s Joe saw change coming for his people. -
Shortly afterwards he began employment as a Contsnuni.
Development Worker in Aboriginal communities. Hysa
“In 1960 the Grand Rapids Four Bay project wastisigr
Because a hydro dam was to be built, the nativg@lpdrad to be relocated. | worked at
this for 3 1/2 years.” In 1971 Joe began workingadiederal level; grant processing was
his area of expertise for 4 years. This provedepmshg stone for employment on the
Northern Flood Committee. The Northern Flood Agreainwas signed in 1977 and in
1990 a Proposed Basis of Settlement was signed.

Joe was a major contributor to native communityetlgyment and self government,
helping to improve economic conditions for his peogoseph I. Keeper was a founding
member of the Manitoba Metis Federation and thedNat Indian Council and in 1992
was appointed to the Order of CanddEheir statement at his investiture on April 21,

4 SourcePortraits of the North
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1993 said: “A founding member of the National Indi€ouncil, he created several
important Native institutions and is best known lfag significant role in the Northern
Flood Agreement. He has made major contributionsldbve community development
and self-government, helping to improve social aaonomic conditions for his people.”

George Edmund McKay. (b. 1904)

George McKay was the son of John James McKay (®5)18nd Catherine McKay
(b. 1884). His grandparents were Angus McKay (l86)8the brother of the Honourable
James McKay, and Virginie Rolette the daughteroseph Rolette and Angelique Jerome
of Pembina.

George was a pioneer from Berens River, about 200ngdes northeast on Lake
Winnipeg. He was a lifelong fisherman and at aggii@3L979), he would still wander
down to the river every now and then to fish. Geoegnd Marie Louise McKay had
fourteen children. Mr. McKay initiated the ManitoMetis Federation Local in Berens
River and remained an active member. In March gB81& the Regional Conference, he
was awarded an honourary plaque and a Metis Sashadiging an appreciation for his
many years of service and dedication to local exgsl He speaks fluent Saulteaux and
English and understands a little Cree.

In 1979, he related the following stories: “Halfd&d was the most commonly used
word for us in the early days because in the hystdrthe Metis people, after the Riel
Rebellion, they gave the “half-breeds” the landleetent. At that time they called it the
Half-Breed Land Act. Now they call it the Scrip ldaAct. | don’t fancy the word “Metis”
because it doesn't really give us an identity; t®, tetis means to be half-French only.
To be a half-breed means you can be part anything.”

“My granduncle was the Honourable James McKay, brthe early pioneers of
Winnipeg. For some reason or other, he learned dodive languages. At one time, he
owned all of the area where Silver Heights is nbe.was the first to herd (domestic)
buffalo in that area. He built a lodge where Deedde now stands. That's how it got its
name.”

“James McKay was taken on as an interpreter fogtheernment because he knew
all these languages. He toured through all of takelWinnipeg area and helped make
treaties with the Indians. In the meantime, my dfather, Angus McKay, took a
homestead at White Horse Plains and started a nfamle His house later burned and
his brother, James McKay, gave him the positiotheffirst Indian Agent. He started his
work at Fort Garry and traveled through surroundargas where he’d be away all
summer.”

http://www.portraitsofthenorth.com/portrait/josegper.html

® His mother’s father was a Goosehead from Littlar@rRapids.
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“During his travels, Grandfather McKay went to BeseRiver and decided to stay.
He asked to transfer his family there. This wasig@, so he raised his family there. My
father, who was raised in Berens River, met andrigthmy Indian mother there. I'm
very proud to be a Half-Breed because now it's harfind a real Half-Breed. Blood has
been all mixed up as the centuries passed. My ghaldden have six or seven races of
blood in them.”

“Today at 73 years of age, | am the oldest nomyreasident in Berens River. We
live alongside treaty people who call us outsidenganing we’re like White people
because we’ve always had privileges such as volifegye non-treaty. We're outsiders. If
you live among White society, the White man caldel yan Indian, so we’re right in the
middle. We’re neither White nor Indian. | am vemppd to be a Half-Breed because |
have the instincts and knowledge of an Indian &edcunning and knowledge of a White
man.”

“If the White society calls you down as an Indigrst tell them you're a Half-Breed
and proud of it. There’s a lot of discriminatiomtbmaybe not so much with the younger
generation as before. It's too bad that childreomgng up in the city don'’t learn their
Native language.”

Reference:
Manitoba Metis FederatiofReflections Yesterday and Today, Winnipeg: Manitoba Metis Federation Press,
1979: 80-81.

Walter Menard. (b. 1934)

Walter Menard is the son of Aime Menard (b. 1903) &lora Flett. Aime worked
on his father's farm until he took a homestead am@erville. He married first Susan
Nepinak in 1930. She passed away one year latethéfe married Flora Flett in 1932.
They lived in Camperville District until 1938 whehey moved to St. Eustache, MB.
They moved to Winnipeg for awhile and returned tanperville in 1950 where he
successfully farmed on NE 9-35-20. Aime and Flad b0 children, 8 boys and 2 girls.
Flora Jean Flett was the daughter of Henry Flatt ldiadeleine Brunette. She was born
1912 in Camperville, Manitoba.

In 1967 Walter assisted in organizing the Manitddatis Federation for the
Northwest Metis Council Region. Walter went onhave a very colourful political
career. He served as vice president for the rep@ai2-1974 and 1977-79. Walter's wife,
Grace Menard also served on the MMF board from 488J0. Walter’s younger brother
was the late Winston Menard (1942-2008)inston was President of the Swan River
Friendship Centre for 25 years, he also servechatovincial board member of the
Manitoba Association of Friendship Centres (MAC)t the NAFC’s 34th Annual
General Meeting (AGM), held July 5-8, 2005 in Grarfrairie, Alberta, Winston was
honoured and awarded an Honourary Lifetime memb#éreoNAFC.

® Winston also lent his leadership skills to the L&Mountain, the Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF),
Northwest Local Management Board, Bigstone MMF Lpttee Dauphin Plains Credit Union and the
Swan River Headstart Advisory Committee.
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Both men ran horse ranches and had PMU operattomseatime. During the 1960s
Walter and his brother Albert played guitar in aicwy band called the “Prairie Pals”.
Their singer was “Little Joe” Chartrand, other memsb were Albert Sutherland,
Roderick Ross, Fred McKay and Gordon Chartrand.

In the late 1970s and early 1980s Walter was a YAmsident of MMF and had
numerous battles with MMF President John Morriséléhe MMF placed the Regional
MMF office under receivership and initiated an auwdhen the provincial organization
filed suit against the local vice-president, Walkéenard. Walter formed a competing
group called the Metis Confederacy of Manitoba bfcl he was president.

In 2008-09 Walter became president of the IndigenBeople’s Confederacy, a
Congress of Aboriginal People’s affiliate in Marigo In January of 2009 the Congress
of Aboriginal Peoples suspended its entire Manitebeay only days before Walter as the
provincial president planned to go public with glidons of sexual harassment against
the national chief, the Conservative-appointed &erfatrick Brazeau. Mr. Brazeau was
then re-elected to a four-year term. As a resudt,cangress members from Manitoba
were allowed to attend the annual general meetntythe allegations did not become
public until they were later published in The Glabre Mail.

Joseph Angus Spence:
By Ida A. Spence, his niece

Joseph Angus Spence was born on July 8, 1919 aysknk, Manitoba, the
youngest son of Joseph and Nancy Spence. He attesotieol at the Eddystone School
District #1873. In the early 1960’s he upgradesl édlucation to a Grade 10, and he
attended the Manitoba Institute of Technology imWipeg (now RRC) to take a meat-
cutting course. He was fluent in two languages,liBh@nd Ojibway.

When still a young man at home Angus worked withfather trapping in the spring
and digging seneca roots in the summer. He wodsed hired hand for area ranchers.
As a young adult, he went to Winnipeg and workedafime at a meat-packing plant.

On Sept 29, 1948, he married Antoinette ZastreeyTddopted a son Donald in 1953
and a son Jackie in 1954. In 1955, their childoegan to arrive. They had seven
children in 10 years: Kenny, Marie Rose, RogernG(gerald, Gloria, and Norma.

Angus and Antoinette began their ranch with just cow. By 15 years they had one
of the most successful ranches in the area, withhigad of cattle. They were one of the
first families in Eddystone with electricity andtelevision set. By 1967 Angus and
Antoinette were able to purchase a brand new htvase the Co-op in Ste. Rose. They
were one of the first households in Eddystone witiming water. His wife Antoinette
wrote, “The only running water we had before thexswhen | ran for it.”

A Pioneer - A Man of Firsts
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In the mid-1960’s after his ranch was w
established, Angus looked around at the lar
community and became concerned with how M
people were faring. He attended the Indian andisv
annual conferences in Winnipeg. At that time thé&/o
Aboriginal organization established in Winnipeg w
the Indian and Metis Friendship Centre of Winnipeg,
the first of its kind in Canada, established in 8396
help Indian and Metis families relocate to Winnipeg

At the 1967 Indian and Metis Conference, Meti
attendees including Angus Spence became frustr
because Conference agenda items did not address
concerns. The Metis had no voice at the Confere
At that Conference a number of Metis, including Asg
walked out to a different room, to discuss Metise@ns. From that split at the 1967
Conference the Manitoba Indian Brotherhood andMiamitoba Metis Federation were
formed.

The Manitoba Metis Federation was incorporated @atdinber 28, 1967. Rev.
Adam Cuthand was appointed its first Presidenf.9n0 the MMF had its first elections,
and Angus Spence became the first elected PresitlEnwas re-elected in 1972.

Angus Spence hired Stan Fulham as Executive Direcibey worked without pay
for about six months until the first MMF fundingroa through. Angus opened the first
MMF office at 301 - 374 Donald Street in Winnipétg hired Valerie Klyne Lamirande
as Secretary. Later on, Al Chartrand became thecd&iobn Director. In 1971, Stan
Fulham drafted the first MMF Constitution.

On the national level, in 1971 Angus worked with Metis organizations from three
western provinces to establish the Native CountciCanada so that there would be a
national voice for the Metis people of western GCkna He was the first Secretary-
Treasurer of NCC. Now since March of 1983 the Blétational Council represents the
Metis of the western provinces.

In 1971, Emile Pelletier set up the Manitoba Mé&tesleration Press. The first book
published was Stan Fulham’s book “In Search of @€l in 1972. In order to solicit
First Nations’ manuscripts as well as Metis manpserin 1980 the MMF Press changed
its name to Pemmican Publications, as it is knavday.

In 1978, MMF staff were soliciting memberships &t& share, to set up the Metis
Credit Union. Angus Spence bought the first mersitigr becoming member #1. Then
in the early 1980’s, the Metis Credit Union, to phelttract First Nations bands funds,
changed its name to the Me-dian (Metis and Ind@medit Union, as it is known today.
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Angus Spence also helped the Manitoba Native Faléfs to get started. This
training and employment agency started out serwWvignipeg, Selkirk, Portage la
Prairie, Brandon, and Dauphin. When it began tees®Vinnipeg clients only, its name
was changed to Winnipeg Native Pathfinders. In11%gus was hired as an
Employment Counsellor. In 1983, Winnipeg Native aters changed its name to
Native Employment Services, then later on to thergdinal Training and Employment
Services, and finally to the Centre for Aboriginduman Resource Development
(CAHRD), as it is known today.

After the Manitoba Metis Federation, Winnipeg Regiwas re-formed in 1982, the
Winnipeg Locals appointed Angus Spence as theit Yirce-President. Angus opened his
office at 215 — 504 Main Street and hired ClaireldR as Secretary. He invited all
Aboriginal organizations that serve Aboriginal plEom Winnipeg to his office for
several networking meetings. Committees were fdrnfrem these organizations,
including a Winnipeg Region Child Care CommittedisT Committee, formed from
many Aboriginal organizations in the City, brancteed on its own and evolved, to start
the Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre as it is known tgda

On Oct. 12, 1982, Angus was formally elected to plesition of Vice-President,
MMF Winnipeg Region, for one year. The next spring,was re-elected for the two-year
term 1983-85. In 1985, one hundred years afteddath of Louis Riel, he assisted the
Winnipeg Region Cultural Committee to start MetistsAof Manitoba, which set up
cultural activities all over the City that yeardelebrate the life of Louis Riel. That year
the Cultural Committee and Metis Arts of Manitoblsocaset up the first Metis Pavilion,
Folklorama. After a busy three years as Vice-Rergi MMF Winnipeg Region, in 1985
Angus retired from Metis politics.

From 1966 to 1985, Angus Spence served on manydbaard committees. The
following is a partial list of his voluntary serémn federal, provincial, private, and non-
profit boards:

Kinew Housing

Native Alcohol Council of Manitoba

Native Clan Organization

Winnipeg Native Industrial Centre

X-Kalay

Oozawekwun Centre

Communities Economic
Development Fund

LEAP Review Board

Manitoba Human Rights
Commission

VVVVVVYVYY
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Angus Spence passed away at t Brandon 1984 MMF Winnipeg Region Board:
Victoria Hospital on August 15, 1985, nc Bernie Wood, Rolande Flockton, VP Angus Spence.
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living to see the first Metis Pavilion that Augu$tie Indian & Metis Friendship Centre
of Winnipeg inducted Angus Spence posthumousiyiér iMFC Wall of Honour.

Brian Orvis, who wrote Angus’ eulogy, stated “Mmpehice will be remembered by
thousands of Manitobans in all walks of life asiadky man, a friend and associate
whose dedication and strong beliefs led him to mowaintains on behalf of Native
people. He never compromised his deep and abfditigin what is fundamentally right
and most of his life was devoted to the social aodnomic advancement of the Metis
people.”

2

%
2.

- TP
e (8

Compiled by Lawrence Barkwell
Coordinator of Metis Heritage and History Research
Louis Riel Institute
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